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These past three weeks; we’ve been engaging in a Christmas series “The Cradle, The Cross, & The Crown.” Two weeks 

ago, Pastor Ty took on journey exploring “The Cradle: How He Came.” How far from the glory of heaven that Christ 

humbled Himself and descended to this earth to be born as a baby in a humble manger to everyday common parents. Seeing 

Christ’s example of ultimate humility and that the greatest love displays the greatest humility.  

 

Last week, Pastor Ty taught on “The Cross: Why He Came.” We looked at Jesus life and how walked this earth for 33 years; 

facing every temptation that is common to man, but not once ever caving to that temptation, but always walking in perfect 

obedience to the Father. And how “Jesus’ death was a continuation of His life of obedience. His death was a result of His life 

of perfect obedience. His death was the climax of His life of obedience. Obedience could not be more perfect than obeying to 

the highest cost of death, even death on a cross.” 

 

Now this morning as we continue in our series in preparation for Christmas; we will look at Jesus through; “The Crown: My 

King and My God”.   R.G. Lee, who was a longtime pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church of Memphis, TN. over 60 years ago, 

(Bellevue Baptist Church was also the home of Pastor Adrian Rogers & Love Worth Finding ministries in more recent times) 

R.G. Lee once wrote these words; 

“There never was another Who caused all creation to be ransacked in pursuit of words appropriate to convey to human 

hearts and minds His glorious pre-eminence. There never was another Who was a human child and also a divine Son; Who 

was wounded by Satan and Who, at the same time crushed Satan; Who was appointed the Savior of men, yet was crucified by 

men; Who was Judge of men; yet was led as a felon from one tribunal to another. There never was another Who died and 

was buried and yet lived; Who saved others and Himself could not save; Who had no sin in Him, yet all sin on Him; Who was 

the King of Glory, yet wore no crown but a crown of thorns; Who, in the glory He had with God before the world was, had 

the angelic hails of heaven and yet, on earth, gave Himself to the murderous nails of men! There never was another Who was 

the Prince of life, yet died on Calvary; Who was as old as His heavenly Father and ages older than His earthly mother. There 

never was another Who was the victim of a Roman cross and victor at a Jewish grave. There never was another Who poured 

all seas, all lakes, all rivers out of the crystal chalices of eternity, yet on a cross said with a mouth hot like a parched desert 

that cries for rain, ‘I thirst’”.  

All of this was written by R.G. Lee to describe the Lord Jesus Christ. And our passage this morning tells us that God has 

given Him a name far above every name. We speak of the Righteous, Risen, Reigning, Lord Jesus Christ!  

 

This morning we remain in Philippians 2 with our focus being on verses 9-11; 

“For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the 

name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every 

tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”   
Just by the title of this message this morning, “The Crown: My King and My God”; our approach will be two-fold; the 

Kingship of Jesus; and the Lordship of Christ.  Let’s start by first looking at the Kingship of Jesus. 

Verse 9 begins with “For this reason also,” which is referring back to Jesus humbling Himself described in the previous 

verses 6-8; “who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 

emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 
 
Being found in appearance 

as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 

“For this reason also, God highly exalted Him” 

“God highly exalted Him” is translated to mean: (to lift, or raise up). God has exalted (lifted) His Son in the most glorious 

possible way. Look at how has God has exalted Christ –   

1
st
) Jesus was resurrected from the dead. – The tomb is empty.  

2
nd

) Jesus ascended into heaven and is standing at the right hand of God.  

1 Timothy 3:16; Paul tells Timothy that Jesus “was taken up in glory.” 

 3
rd

) Jesus being highly exalted is shown as He speaks in Matthew 28:18; “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to Me (Jesus).”  
Look at  Ephesians 1:20-22; “which He (God) brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated 

Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,
 
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name 

that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and 

gave Him as head over all things…” 
From heaven, King Jesus is reigning and ruling over everything. 

4
th
) A fourth aspect of Jesus being highly exalted is His honored position of High Priest, from which He continually 

intercedes for all believers.  



Romans 8:34; Jesus “…is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”  

In all reality, as God highly exalted Jesus, this was the restoration of what He had eternally processed before He came in 

human flesh – Emmanuel – God with us.  

We see this as Jesus prayed for Himself in John 17:5; “And now, Father, glorify Me in Your presence with the glory I had 

with You before the world began.”    
In Hebrews 12:2; we see Jesus highly exalted; “…For the joy set before Him He endured the cross, scorning its shame, 

and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  
Also included in Jesus’ authority and power is that He will be the final judge.  

John5:22-23; 27-29 “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, so that all will 

honor the Son even as they honor the Father… and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of 

Man. Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 
 
and will come 

forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of 

judgment.” 
Everybody - Everyone who has ever lived – will stand before Jesus Christ the Judge. As we look to “The Crown”; we see 

that Jesus is King; reigning over all. In Revelation 19:16; Christ’s glory is revealed in the singular supremacy of His reign.  

“KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”  When Jesus returns at His second coming, He will be proclaimed as King of 

kings and Lord of lords, He will be the preeminent, supreme Ruler over all.  All will be subject to Him. His kingly glory will 

be immeasurable in the sense that there will be no one against whom His glory can be compared. There will be no 

undermining this King. The only response will be one of surrender to His reign.  

 

In fact we see through our passage today that there is the only response possible; “… that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE 

WILL BOW, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”    
But because of our sin nature, deep down to our core, we tend to resist the thought of someone having authority over us.  

Now if we were to hang out at the elementary school playground, we would probably hear these words between two children; 

“You’re not the boss of me.” 

As teenagers, we can’t wait to get our own so we don’t need to be under our parent’s authority any more. Submitting and 

surrendering to authority isn’t natural for us. We want to be in control. But the truth is; left to ourselves we are totally out of 

control. If any of us desires to live the full, abundant life God intends for us, we must be willing to fully embrace Jesus in His 

proper role and that is King of our life, completely surrendering to Him and His authority. Make no mistake about it, Jesus 

Christ reigns! He is King!  

 

Isaiah prophesied these words about Christ in Isaiah 9:6-7; “For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the 

government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace, there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and 

over His kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of 

the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.”   

Hebrews 4:15; “
 
For we do not have a High Priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 

who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.” 
 Jesus spent 33 years on this earth experiencing all the realities and temptations of full human existence without sinning.  

Jesus can identify with everything you and I go through because He is fully God and fully man. So as we look to “The 

Crown”; we see that Jesus is King; reigning over all.  But also in “The Crown”; we see the Lordship of Christ – Jesus is 

God, Lord over all. God has “bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,” 

The supremacy of this name is revealed in verse 11 “at the name of Jesus every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord.” Lord is the title of majesty, authority, honor, and sovereignty. At the name of Jesus; that is; the name (Lord) given to 

Christ as God highly exalted Him. Still some people refuse to acknowledge Jesus’ authority and supremacy, but eventually 

everyone will bow before Him and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. This includes everyone; everyone will acknowledge 

who Jesus is and will bow before Him as divine and exalted Lord.  

 

Isaiah also prophesied these words in Isaiah 45:22-23; “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, 

and there is no other. By Myself I have sworn, My mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be revoked: 

Before Me every knee will bow; by Me every tongue will swear.”  
Jesus Christ is the divine Savior to which every knee will bow and every tongue will confess Jesus Christ is Lord.  

In verse 10 of our passage today; Paul mentions three groups in which at the name of Jesus every knee will bow and every 

tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  
 

The 1
st
 group is “those who are in heaven” – This will include all the saints, the redeemed believers of all ages.  

They will be continuing in their ongoing worship of Jesus.  The 2
nd

 group is “those who are on earth” when Christ returns – 

This group includes both the saved and those who are not saved.  

The redeemed followers of Christ will continue their worship of Him that began when they were saved.  



But it will also include every one who has rejected Christ and not come to a saving relationship with Him; they will bow their 

knee as well. They will recognize their grave mistake, and in much terror, they will bow their knee before Him. The 3
rd

 group 

is “those who are under the earth” – This includes those who have already died and their eternal destiny sealed awaiting 

final judgment and eternal punishment. 

  

Revelation 20:11-15 shows the ultimate destiny of all who reject Jesus Christ and His finished work on the cross; “Then I 

saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose
 
presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was 

found for them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and 

another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the 

books, according to their deeds. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead 

which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. Then death and Hades were 

thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not found written in the 

book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” 
Make no mistake about our passage today; all will bow their knee; those in heaven; those still alive on earth when Christ 

returns, and those under the earth with their eternal destiny sealed.  All will bow and all will confess; Jesus Christ is Lord.  

What Paul is referring to here when he says “will confess” is an open, public declaration. This is not a confession that leads 

to salvation, because that supreme blessing will have already been received or already been forfeited when Christ’s return 

takes place or death takes place. Before one dies or Jesus returns, we see the promise in Romans 10:9; “That if you confess 

with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  
Jesus Himself tells us in John 14:6; “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No comes to the Father except through 

Me.” God’s Word is clear that the confession on the day of judgment will not change the spiritual status of the one making it.  

On that day, at that time, the eternal destiny for both the believer and the unbeliever will have already been sealed.     

The question for each of us is: Is Jesus your Savior and Lord? Don’t walk out these doors this morning if there is any 

question about whether this has been settled and sealed in your life.     

 

On that first Christmas morning at Jesus’ birth in the cradle; the angel announced to the shepherds; “Today in the town of 

David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11)   

Jesus told His disciples in John 13:13; “You call Me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am.” 

After Jesus resurrection when He appeared to Thomas, Thomas replied; “My Lord and my God.” (John 20:28) 

Romans 14:9; Paul writes; “For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that He might be the Lord of both the 

dead and the living.” 
Acts 2:36 tells us that it was God the Father who “has made Him both Lord and Christ.”  

Is Jesus Christ Your Lord? – According to the MacArthur Commentary, In the New Testament, Jesus is referred to as “Lord” 

747 times. In the book of Acts alone, He is referred to as “Lord” 92 times, but only referred to Savior twice.  

By definition, Lord means a master, a supreme authority, a sovereign ruler. The centrality to the gospel of the lordship of 

Jesus Christ is so profusely clear. The lordship of Jesus Christ is absolutely essential for anyone professing to be a Christian 

and a necessary condition of anyone who desires to be saved. Jesus is Savior so that He may be Lord, and He will not save 

those for whom He cannot be Lord.  Calling Jesus “Lord” is more than recognizing His deity.   

 

John MacArthur in His book “The Gospel According to Jesus” states this: 

When we come to Jesus for salvation, we come to the One who is Lord over all. Any message that omits this truth cannot be 

called the gospel. It is a defective message that presents a savior who is not Lord, a redeemer who does not demonstrate 

authority over sin, a weakened, sickly messiah who cannot command those he rescues.  

The gospel according to Jesus is nothing like that. It represents Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and demands that 

those who would receive him take him for who he is. In the words of Puritan John Flavel, “The gospel offer of Christ 

includes all his offices, and gospel faith just so receives him; to submit to him as well as to be redeemed by him, to imitate 

him in the holiness of his life, as well as to reap the purchases and fruits of his death. It must be an entire receiving of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.”  

A.W. Tozer wrote; He is Lord, and those who refuse him as Lord cannot use him as Savior. Everyone who receives him must 

surrender to his authority, for to say we receive Christ when in fact we reject his right to reign over us is udder absurdity. It 

is a futile attempt to hold onto sin with one hand and take Jesus with the other. What kind of salvation is it if we are left in 

bondage to sin?     

Jesus frequently talked about the necessity of obedience as an element of saving faith. 

James 2:26; “So just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.”  
This is not a works righteousness type faith that James is talking about, but it is a faith that is being living out. – A living faith 

– An active faith   

Jesus tells us in Luke 9:23-24; “And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 

and take up his cross daily and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My 

sake, he is the one who will save it.” 



 

Whose authority are you under? Your own or Christ’s? 

Is Jesus your Savior and your Lord? He can’t be one without being both. Our passage closes with these words; “to the glory 

of God the Father.” – This is the purpose for which “God highly exalted Christ.” To proclaim the sovereign lordship of His 

Son is the greatest glory that can be given to God the Father. It is the Father and the Son’s supreme pleasure to glorify each 

other. Jesus says in John 17:1; “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify You.” 

And on two occasions in Matthew (3:17; 17:5) a voice from heaven speaks; “This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am 

well pleased.”  Christ reigns! The day is coming when every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord. Our mission as followers of Jesus Christ is to carry this message to our families, to our workplace, to the ends of the 

earth. As His children, we must declare his Kingship and Lordship. We must embrace His power and kingdom authority and 

allow Him to have kingship and lordship over our marriages, our parenting, our jobs, our recreation, as we serve here in the 

church, and in our witness of Christ all for His glory!! Christ’s reign was established by the Father from eternity and will be 

fulfilled into eternity. Jesus willingly emptied Himself of His position in heaven, coming to this earth through The Cradle; 

God in flesh, Emmanuel – God with us. Trading in His clothes of glory to be clothed in scraps of material that we poetically 

call “swaddling clothes.”  If you’re searching for Jesus this Christmas, don’t look in the cradle; the cradle is empty. You 

don’t even need look at the cross; He’s no longer there. No reason to stoop and peer into the tomb; it stands forever empty.  

Jesus came with one purpose for one reason; to bring reconciliation to the Father to all who place faith in His finished on The 

Cross. The cross was not the end. – It was only the beginning!!  Jesus willingly left His glorious place in heaven to come to 

this earth to obediently do the will of His Father to suffer and die on the cross for the payment of sin providing victory over 

death and the grave. “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every 

name,”  
 

The question is: Have you surrendered to the loving authority of Jesus Christ as your King and your God? Is He reigning in 

your life or do you only treat Him as a consultant to your throne? There is day coming when Jesus will return again and when 

he returns; “at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW … and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.” (Phil. 2:10-11) I pray that there is not one among us of whom Jesus is not your Savior and Lord.  

Jesus came as a babe to the cradle; The cross was once an object of shame, but now has become a symbol of His glory. If 

you’re searching for Jesus this Christmas; look heavenward where the King of Kings and Lord of Lords now wears “The 

Crown”.   

 

May He reign in lives of His people! Amen. 


